i e s .

"""""""

] _' .-_i.-;_'".l:h*.-;.: .
R

i,
A gy iy iy 2 I
1

il -
R S o L LY

=pisode 33 of Entourage [96&AUs pal), ‘Sidedawg Turile’ gets il bent up over @
2% 0f kicks from arfist Fukijama. Héeddesii't just want them, he craves#hem. He stands
" Diock-long lines for them. This is move §Ran desire, it's a customised obsession. An
oosassion, it seems, that ain't just for boys, ™.

“The women’s customizing scene is juskstarting to blow up,” says Lori Lobenstein,
‘ouncer of Tfemalesneakerfiend’, a portal for wiomen and their ‘sneaks’. “There are some
=0l falenied female customisers out there, evey though many are still unknown.”

Tradifionally streetwear, kicks and all, has beep a male dominated realm, something
_on found frustrating. I read Bobbito’s beautiful sn 1I<er book, Where'd You Get Those?,”
she recalls. 7l loved all the sneakers, all the photos and all the knowledge, but I couldnt
Defieve there wasn't a single photo of a female!”

_or went online in search of female portals, and came up with...nothing. “When |
checked out sneaker websites, it was the same thing, or worse,” she says. "Sometimes
“here were pics of females, they just had hardly any clothes on! So | thought, that's crazy.”

~emalesneakerfiend was born, putting a community of girls who customise, collect,
and st crave kicks in fouch. The site posts interviews with prominent female artists and
colleciors, along with pics and forums on sneaker culture. It's about art, it's about siyle,
wn more girl power than a bus full of Spice Girls. And the scene is only getffing bigger
by The day.

“The scene’s hot,” says Lori. "“There are some very different styles and players out
“here Kgiovanna is famous for colors and an incredible clean line, Fetti dBiasi's known
for using crazy materials like mirrors, LCD and Bacardi. Pinkeye’s known for her vibrant
=2 ond the list goes on. When femalesneakerfiend did two all-girl competitions in NYC
os y=ar, a woman named Pikaso out of Virginia won the big comp we had at Sneaker
=mps. She came out of nowhere with a sick stylised dot pattern. Girls are emailing me
o he ime to learn how fo paint their kicks, so | think that's gonna happen more and
more in the future.”

When it comes to collecting, there's still some hearty competition out there. The girls
con be fierce, but there’s still a lot of love. “The scene is reclly diverse in many ways,”
sovs Lori, “but folks seriously look out for each other. There's not nearly so much hating
2= on the men’s forums! There's small fime rivalries around who's wearing the best kicks at
2 party, or who bought your small size when you waited in line, or who's wearing the
some kicks as you... just that kind of trivial shit...”

Passion runs high with died hard collectors, and you can understand why. Talking
with Lori it becomes clear: sneakers are personal. “My collection reflects me in a lot of
ways,” she explains. “If's heavy on the old school sneakers cuz I'm a child of the 70s and
B0s, and if's definitely influenced by my love for basketball - I'm known for the high level
of orapge in the collection! | have about 70 pairs, maybe 80 and I've stuck fo old-skool
ways of picking my kicks. | buy what | like, with no interest in manufactured scarcity and
- ower-hyped ‘exclusives’.”

But curb your drool, sneaker fans, this collection most definately ain't for sale! “My
current favorites include my mustard and keichup Luke Skywalker Top Tens (Adidas), my
olue and orange suede Puma Californias and my brand-spanking-new Claw Blazers,”
_on says with pride. "They're the exception fo my no-pink rule AND my no-exclusive rule.

' had o go all out on those babies, ‘cuz they're just sick.”

Picking a favourite amidst 80 pairs is no mean feat, but for Lori, there is one pair
with particular significance. “One of my all fime favorite customs is the Toofly AF1s,” she
says. “That girl can paint! And it's more than just her tremendous technical skill; she
capiures that incredible spirit and aftiiude—on a sneaker! | love that. Toofly as a painter
and as a character, they're no joke. That's why we asked her to design our logo.”

) The female sneaker scene is busting out in the States, so fingers crossed that it hits
Ausiralia with as much force. I have a few Aussies on my interview page, including

D! Mdfia’, who's holding her own with the boys over at Sneaker Freaker,” Lori says

oroudly. “It says a lot have a space that’s just for us, that showcases girls in the game

and women in‘the indusiry, and that builds our community worldwide. It's happening.”

As an artist and designer, New York’s Toofly is down with more creative scenes
than Brooklyn has hot-dawgs. Her moniker, graf and arfwork encompass both
female smarts and creative strength, and her energy for art is infectious. Currently,
the lady’s involved in everything from launching a design company fo customizing
kicks. And the best part? She’s fotally down to earth,

Tell us a little about what you’re working on at the moment... ‘| recently started my
own art, design, and production company called STAY TRU™. I've been freelancing for
so long it was about time that | established a real business around everything that |
can do. Especially now that | have launched my own independent collection made up
of limited exclusive prints, T-shirts, and fashion accessories. I's just the beginning of
so many things | want to try and collaborate with others on.” What's the motivation
behind STAY TRU? Apart from being a platform for your own work? “I've always
been motivated by organisation, and working with all kinds of people. No matter how
solo the experience has seemed. When | am out there doing my thing, the support

of people who appreciate the work drives me to do bigger and better things. If |

am painting on the sireet with other artists, building with women worldwide, doing
workshops with young people, working closely with friends, and helping my own
family to get involved it makes life that much more rewarding. For now these are the
kinds of people | want to continue to work with as Stay Tru begins to grow.” Where did
Toofly come from? When was she born? “Toofly the "artist” was born in 1992 during
my commutes to Fashion Industries public school. | was inspired and motivated by
the street graffiti energy | encountered in my neighborhood all the way into the walls
of my classroom. It was raw, free, and visually stimulating for me because | saw so
many things about it | liked. | enjoyed the calligraphy tags styles and street bombing
escapades of the graffiti writers | knew at the time. | wanted to be part of it somehow,
so | found my own way fo make my mark wherever | could.” Is she all you? Do you
ever fight? “Toofly the name, the art, and the story is all me. | don't fight what has
naturally flowed out of me. | let it be, and grow wherever it teels right. | pour everything
in my life info my work. From the early days as little teenager hustling to be somebody,
to the real truth and relevance behind what my work now means to the culture.”
“Toofly needed fo exist. If was the only way to bring something new and fresh from a
female perspective.” Have you had any female mentors along the way? “A lot of
independent women that inspire me are the ones that are pushing forward their craft.
Whether it's art, graffiti, clothing, jewelry, or collectives | truly admire and support what
they are doing. Altogether is helps spread some dope messages to people who may
look up to us. If more women in our own community were to know about the work we
individually do then our story would help motivate their dreams to0.”

“| think the biggest female mentor in my lite has been my mom, and grandmother.
They instilled values in me that hold weight across everything that | do. Just because
you're in a field other than your home doesn‘t mean you forget who you are, and how
you treat others. Everything begins with your intentions. If it's not coming from a place
of honesty and love, no matter how cheesy that sounds, you can bet at some point
things will fall apart and break. It's just never the same after that | think...” Definitely.
This is obviously a huge part of STAY TRU. What other platforms have you been
experimenting with? | hear you’'ve come up with some awesome customs...

“I'm not a crazy sneaker fanatic, but | make sure what's on my feet is on point! I've
customized AF-1's for magazine features, collectors, and some for advertising gigs. In
general, | love that they've brought back the Jordan 3's, 4’s, and 5's, | think they are the
best kicks ever made. As far as the rest of the sneaker culture is concerned, I'm just
there to rep my art on the plattorm that has been created. As long as something can
be executed correctly, and | am open to the experience I'm down 1o flex my skills and
share the moment f00.” Iif you could fry your hand at any kicks, what would they
be? | like AF 1's personally. They have a good area to do art, and design on. They are
the most simple, and classic shape out of so many kicks out there. Vans and Chuck
Taylors are dope too; they have a good area where graphics can work well. Other kicks
or styles | think have too much going on.” Street art and graffiti are obviously a huge
influence on your style, what else informs your work? “Fashion, and photography
have always been something that visually and aesthetically stimulate me too. If | could
be anything else | would be a photographer. | would be a great at it, there’s just not
enough hours in the day to do it all unforiunately.” What's else is getting you excited
right now? “I'm excited in general about the changes taking place among people who
are independently running their shit. | think everyone is sick and tired of working for the
man, and they are just going for theirs and taking over various markets successfully
That stuff gets me excited because altogether we are leading, supporting, and making
changes that fit a more independent thinking culture.”

www.femalesneakerfiend.com
www.tooflynyc.com




